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Inauguration of the Work of the Hague 
Court. 

This month of September is hereafter to be memo- 
rable in the history of the organization of inter- 
national peace. The four members of the Hague 
Court chosen by the United States and Mexico, 
namely, Sir Edward Fry of England, F. de Martens 
of Russia, Dr. Lohman of The Netherlands, and 
Chief Justice Guarnaschelli of Italy, are to meet at 
The Hague the first of the month and select the 
fifth member of the Court to complete the board of 
arbitrators for the adjustment of the " Pious Fund " 
question. Later in the month they will begin the 
hearing of the case, and the practical work of the 
international tribunal will be begun. 

It is useless to hunt for adjectives to try to make 
people feel the immense significance of this event. 
A few will see and appreciate it ; millions will not. 

It is most interesting and instructive to recall 
with what extraordinary rapidity the movement 
which has thus culminated has gone forward re- 
cently. It is only four years and a few days since 
the Emperor of Russia handed to the foreign repre- 
sentatives at his capital the now famous Rescript of 
August, 1898. How much has happened in that 
brief period ! When this Rescript was made public 
it set all the world to talking, to wondering, to 



exulting, to sneering. Almost nobody knew what 
to think, or could guess what would become of it. 
It is doubtful if any man was then living who 
imagined, even in the most general way, that the 
outcome would be what it has been. Most people 
thought then that nothing would come of it, that 
the whole thing was chimerical. A few people 
expected something, but they did not know what. 

In spite of all this skepticism, doubt and uncer- 
tainty, the Conference met in the following May. 
When the hundred delegates who had come together 
began to hold consultation, they found out imme- 
diately that, while the matter of disarmament was 
not ripe for action, there was one subject which 
imperiously demanded their attention, that, namely, 
of a permanent system of international arbitration. 
This demand came from the United States, from 
Great Britain, from France, from Russia, from Italy, 
from Switzerland and from elsewhere, where for a 
hundred years arbitration had been doing its benefi- 
cent work and gathering for itself a powerful con- 
stituency. It then became clear to these hundred 
men, and to the rest of the thoughtful world, why 
the Conference had met. 

After ten weeks of earnest, patient, comprehen- 
sive and critical labor, the Conference brought forth 
the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of Inter- 
national Controversies, the most important inter- 
national document ever drafted. The principal feat- 
ure of the Convention, as everybody ought now to 
know, was the provision for the creation of a per- 
manent international court of arbitration. This 
document was signed by the representatives of the 
twenty-six powers which had sent delegates, and 
was forwarded to the governments at home. Would 
the Convention be ratified ? That was then the crit- 
ical question. Or would the whole thing turn out 
to be a gigantic world-farce? Many were sure it 
would. 

Two years passed, and one after another of the 
signatory powers ratified the Convention and ap- 
pointed members of the prospective court, until 
sixteen of them had done so. Then the Nether- 
lands Minister of Foreign Affairs, with whom the 
ratifications had been deposited, in April last year 
notified the signatory powers that the requisite num- 
ber of governments had acted, and that the Court 
with its Bureau and Administrative Council was 
duly constituted. 

Another year passed. Six more of the powers 



